Blaisdon Parish Council Grants Policy

Adopted March 2022

Subject to funding being available, Blaisdon Parish Council is committed to providing assistance through small grants and support to local community groups which are set up to promote community life for local parishioners. 

Blaisdon Parish Council is committed to following best practice in grant giving in order to support voluntary and community groups, whilst providing value for money for local taxpayers and ensuring that public money is spent in a responsible manner.

The Parish Council’s Policy on Community Grants is based on the principle of promoting the development of partnerships which encourage and enable local community organisations to deliver local projects to the residents of the parish. In general, the following principles apply:

· Assistance will be given on the basis of need, merit and contribution to the local community

· Applicants must clearly show how any assistance given will benefit the people living in Blaisdon parish or will benefit the environment of Blaisdon. 
The Aims of the Council’s Grant Making Policy

Blaisdon Parish Council provides grant funding to support the following aims:

· To enable local people to participate in voluntary groups and activities.

· To help the parish’s voluntary groups to improve their effectiveness.

· To ensure the provision of services, needed by residents, via the voluntary sector.

· To improve or enhance the local environment

· To achieve value for money

The Parish Council defines a voluntary group as a non-profit making organisation, set up and run by a voluntary, unpaid management committee.

The Application Process

To apply for a Council grant you must be relating to a: 
· Registered Charity, 
· Not for profit organisations,

· Community group, 
· Local voluntary organisation with a constitution and dedicated bank account, 
· Operating or providing a service to the residents of the parish. 

The following types of organisations cannot apply for a grant: 

· Religious organisations, 
· Groups that have alternative means of funding, 

· ‘Umbrella’ organisations or local branches or larger organisations, 
· Paying off private debts, 
· Private individuals, 

· Branches of public bodies, 

· Research centres, 

· Animal Welfare organisations, 

· Overseas organisations, 

· Maintenance of Church Properties. 

The amount of money available for small grants varies each year, depending on the overall council budget. 

Groups must apply in writing giving information on their organisation, how it serves residents of Blaisdon Parish and what the grant is for. 

The awarding of grants

Decisions are made at the first council meeting after receipt of the grant form and payments are made out to the named organisation, not to private individuals. Such resolutions will be placed on the Agenda beforehand and the reasoning for the resolution for awarding the grant or not, to be minuted. Small grants are awarded on an annual basis and an award made in one year is not an indication that funding will be continued in other years.

Applications for grants where the project has already been completed will not be considered.

The financial support of Blaisdon Parish Council must be acknowledged on documentation and promotional material.

If the project does not go ahead, the money paid by Blaisdon Parish Council must be refunded.

Groups awarded a grant are expected to present a report at the next practicable meeting after the onset of their project, providing information as to the outcome of said project and how it has benefited the residents of the Parish. 

BLAISDON PARISH COUNCIL
GRANT APPLICATION FORM

Beneficiaries should live or work in Blaisdon Parish or the grant must benefit residents of the parish.

Name of organisation

Contact details

Name





Email





Telephone number

Description of organisation’s activities

Statement of the organisation’s purpose
How much are you applying for?

What is the grant for?

How will this benefit Blaisdon parishioners?
Who should the payment be made payable to and how?
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